Hyaline-cell pleomorphic adenoma. Diagnosis by fine needle aspiration biopsy.
The cytologic, histologic, immunohistochemical and ultrastructural characteristics are presented of a case of hyaline-cell pleomorphic adenoma of the soft palate diagnosed by aspiration biopsy. Hyaline cells are commonly found in pleomorphic adenomas of minor salivary gland origin. The lack of cohesiveness of the hyaline cells makes them readily amenable to sampling by fine needle aspiration biopsy. When identified in a neoplasm, these cells are characteristic, and probably diagnostic, of a mixed tumor.